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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Welcome to Ashmole‟s guide to our 14-16 curriculum. This is an important stage in the education of 
young people as we begin to build routes and destinations to post 16 education and beyond.  Today 
education is rapidly changing with more and more students following a mix of GCSE and vocational 
courses at 14 leading to an increasing variety of qualifications post 16 and destinations into higher 
education or employment. In the future, all students will be required to remain in full time education 
or work based training until the age of 18. Most students at Ashmole will already remain in full time 
education or work based training. In addition, as the demands of employers for better qualified 
employees grow so we, at Ashmole, want to ensure that students are fully equipped with the 
breadth and range of qualifications and courses that prepare then for this diverse and ever 
changing employment and higher education system. 
 
The government, with the examination boards and their controlling body, called QCA (Qualifications 
and Standards Authority) have grouped qualifications into different levels as shown below: 
 

 
 
 

Level  General 

Qualifications  

BTEC 

Qualifications  

Specialised 

Diplomas 

Worked-based 

Qualifications 

 
1 

GCSE (D-G) 
Applied GCSE  
(D-G) 

  Specialised 
Diplomas  
(5 D-G) 

NVQ Level 1 
(apprenticeships) 

 
2 

GCSE (A*-C) 
Applied GCSE 
(A*-C) 

BTEC First 
Diploma   (4 A*-C) 
BTEC Extended 
Certificate (2A*-C) 
Certificate (1A*-C) 

Specialised 
Diplomas 
(5 A-C) 

NVQ Level 2 
(apprenticeships) 

 
3 

AS & A2 GCE 
Applied GCEs 
Art & Design 

BTEC Nationals 
National Diploma  
(3 A levels) 
National Certificate  
(2 A levels) 
National Award  
(1 A level) 

Specialised 
Diplomas  
(3 A levels) 

NVQ Level 3 
(advanced 
apprenticeships) 

 
Examples: 

1) A pupil who achieves GCSE grades D-G level 1 will be able to go on to access other level 2 
qualifications (BTEC 1

st
, Specialised Diplomas or an NVQ Level 2). 

2) A pupil who achieves GCSE grades A*-C level 2 or a combination of GCSE grades A*-C 
and a BTEC 1

st
 will be able to access level 3 qualifications (AS & A2, Applied GCEs, BTEC 

Nationals, Specialised Diplomas or an NVQ Level 3). 
3) Post 16 a pupil who achieves AS, A2, Applied GCEs, BTEC Nationals, Specialised Diplomas 

or an NVQ Level 3 can access Level 4 qualifications such as a Degree, BTEC Higher 
Nationals or an NVQ Level 4. 

 
The purpose of the classifications is to assist parents, students, employers, colleges and 
universities to understand the value and currency that the growth in new qualifications provides.  
From September 2008, the government introduced new qualifications called Specialised Diplomas 

National Qualification Framework 
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for students aged 14-19.  These will be at all three levels. Locally some of these diplomas are now 
available and may be available at Ashmole in the future. 
 
Our ambition at Ashmole is to provide a 14-16 curriculum where all students are given an 
opportunity to achieve a Level 2 qualification. 
 
As university and employment opportunities are now very diverse the school needs to provide a mix 
of traditional academic course and vocational qualifications so that all students may choose a 
combination of these qualifications giving breadth and scope to plan their later career ambitions. 
 
At 14-16, Ashmole provides three forms of vocational qualifications.  These are BTEC 1

st
 

Certificates, the BTEC 1
st
 Diploma and OCR National Certificates.   A range of subjects are offered 

as vocational qualifications.  The GCSE equivalent of these two qualifications is given in the table 
below: 
 
 

OCR National 
1 GCSE Equivalent 

GCSE  BTEC 1
st
 Extended 

Certificate
 

2 GCSE equivalent 

GCSE  BTEC 1
st
 Diploma 

4 GCSE equivalent 
GCSE 

D        Distinction     A  D*      Distinction *   2  A*  D*   Distinction*    4  A* 

M        Merit B  D        Distinction 2  A  D     Distinction 4  A 

P        Pass C  M        Merit 2  B  M     Merit 4  B 

U        Ungraded U  P        Pass 2  C  P      Pass 4  C 

   U        Ungraded 2  U  U      Ungraded 4  U 

 
The vocational courses are assessed mainly on assignments and coursework.  Please note that the 
BTEC 1

st
 Extended Certificate is equivalent to 2 passes at GCSE grades A*-C.  Whilst the BTEC 1

st
 

Diploma is worth 4 passes at GCSE grades A* - C. 
 
Ashmole School also offers a full range of GCSE courses. GCSE examination grades are as 
follows: A* A  B  C  D  E  F G ungraded. 
 
GCSE grades A*-C are regarded as higher grades required for post 16 study with 5 or more at A*-C 
or equivalent being needed to achieve a Level 2 set of qualifications to gain entry into Level 3 
courses post 16.  Level 3 courses at schools or colleges will include A Levels and BTEC Nationals. 
 
The 14-16 curriculum is designed to maximise student choice of subjects and qualifications as well 
as ensuring that legal requirements of the curriculum are complied with.  There are therefore some 
compulsory elements with other areas containing student choice. 
 
The school identifies gifted and talented students whose exceptional all round success may lead, 
eventually, to application to the most competitive and prestigious universities.  For these students 
top grades are very important.  At GCSE, these students should strive for A/A* grades in most of 
their subjects.   The school recommends that gifted and talented students should look carefully at 
their university intentions and whether these may influence GCSE choice. 
 
 

THE CURRICULUM 

 
A school‟s timetable is taught in columns or blocks of lessons often grouped by subject over a two 
week cycle of 50 lessons.  For the 14-16 curriculum there are 3 option subject columns where 
students have free choice to select the subjects they wish to study from those subjects on offer.  
The other columns are subject based around the set of compulsory subjects with some degree of 
student choice within those subjects, or different set of examination pathways reflecting the ability 
of the students concerned. 
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Compulsory Subjects 
 
All students are required to study the following subjects: 
 

English Language - 8 lessons per cycle 
Students who are likely to secure a GCSE pass at grade C or above in English Language will also 
study English Literature. 
 

Mathematics - 8 lessons per cycle 
Students who are very able at Mathematics will take their GCSE in Mathematics at the end of Year 
10 and, if a grade A or higher is secured, will then study AS Mathematics in Year 11.  Some able 
students will take their GCSE Maths early but in Year 11.  Once a grade A or higher has been 
achieved these students will then study GCSE Statistics.  All other students will continue with 
GCSE, finishing their GCSE at the end of Year 11. 
 

Science - 10 lessons per cycle 
Science students have choice within the program.  Students who have performed strongly in the 
end of Key Stage assessments and in landmark assessments during Year 9 and are likely to 
achieve strong grades (C or above) in separate science GCSEs may study “Triple Science” 
(Biology, Chemistry and Physics).  This does not require an option choice.  Other students will 
study either the BTEC Diploma in Applied Science or Double Science (Science followed by 
Additional Applied Science).  Students not studying “Triple Science” will be able to choose between 
these latter two options.  Neither choice occupies an “option block”. 
 

A Language (French, Spanish or German) - 5 lessons per cycle 
In line with government expectations, all students are required to study a Language subject.  There 
is an opportunity for those students who have studied two languages in Year 9 to continue as a 
double linguist.  Spanish and German is only available to those who have studied that subject in 
Year 9.  As all students study French, French is available to all.  Double linguists will study Spanish 
or German (which ever is the appropriate language) in the Languages block and then choose 
French from the option columns. There will be a small number of students whose achievement in 
Languages in Year 9 is insufficient for them to secure a GCSE pass.  For these students they will 
study a BTEC 1

st
 Extended Certificate in either Business Studies or Art 3D Design. 

 

Religious Studies - 3 lessons per cycle 
All students study a full GCSE course in RS.  This has been started in Year 9. 
 

Physical Education - 2 lessons per cycle 
All students study P.E. core.  This is not an examination course.  There are also many opportunities 
to increase engagement in sport through joining the wide range of sporting clubs, teams and 
activities before and after school and at lunch time as well as choosing options such as Dance and 
Sport as an optional subject to study.  The government recommends that young people should take 
part in at least 2 hours per week of sporting activities in school and during their leisure time as a 
part of a healthy life style. 
 

ICT     
All students will study a core of ICT during Year 9 leading to a vocational qualification called OCR 
National.  It is hoped that most students will secure a pass, merit or distinction equivalent to a 
GCSE grade A* - C. 
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PSHE  
PSHE includes careers education, work experience and citizenship.  PSHE does not have regular 
timetabled lessons per cycle.  It is taught with thematic timetable suspension times throughout the 
two years. 

 

 

Optional Subjects 

 
Students are able to choose three optional subjects from the set of subjects available with each  
option having 5 lessons per timetable cycle, making a total of 15 lessons.  Students choose from 
the following subjects: 
 
Art & Design    History 
Business Studies  ICT 
Catering   Media  
Dance    Music 
Drama    PE 
French    Resistant Materials 
Geography   Spanish 
German   Sport 
Graphics   Textiles 
   
    

Examination Pathways 
 
In making decisions about subjects and qualifications, it is very important for students and their 
parents/carers to select combinations that maximises their success at securing a Level 2 (or 5 or 
more GCSE grade C+ passes or equivalent) qualification  at 14-16.  For students who are likely to 
be less secure in their performance in traditional GCSE examinations and, therefore, less certain 
about gaining top grades in the GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11, we strongly recommend 
that they study at least one BTEC 1

st
 subject thereby increasingly significantly their prospects of 

ending Year 11 with a Level 2 qualification standard.  Achieving this standard is very important for 
transferring into post 16 education, either at Ashmole or to any other school or college.  BTEC 1

st
 

qualifications are more coursework based and with the two GCSE grade C or higher currency, we 
believe that most students who study those courses will be successful in securing that high level of 
success and maximise their chance of achieving a Level 2 qualification standard.  We strongly 
recommend, therefore, that students who are achieving below a level 5 in English and/or Maths 
choose to study at least one BTEC 1

st
 qualification. 

 

14-16 Curriculum Summary 

ENGLISH Also Eng. Lit. for those likely to gain Grade C or higher. 

MATHS GCSE.  Top set mathematicians are entered early in Year 10 to secure A/A* 
grades and, if achieved, may study AS Maths.  Second set students may be 
entered early for GCSE in Year 11 and if A/A* grades achieved study GCSE 
Statistics as a good preparation for A Level Maths. 

SCIENCE Triple Science or Double Science (core and applied) or BTEC 1
st
 Science 

LANGUAGES French or Spanish or German. Non-linguists BTEC 1
st
 in Business or Art 3D 

Design 

P.E. CORE Non-examination. 

REL STUDIES Full GCSE  

IT CORE OCR National studied in Year 9 

OPTION 1 Choose from:  
Art & Design, Business Studies, Catering, Dance, Drama, French, Geography, 
Graphics, History, ICT, Media, Music, PE, Resistant Materials, Sport, Textiles  

OPTION 2 

OPTION 3 
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THE COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
 

 
 
 

   ENGLISH 

        GCSE                                 

 

AQA 

English Language Syllabus No: 4705 

English Literature Syllabus No: 4710 

 
The English GCSE course builds on learning at Key Stage 3. The course, over two years, 
will enable most students to gain two GCSEs: English Language GCSE and English 
Literature GCSE. Students will be assessed in the following modules: 
 

 Exploring Modern Texts 

 Poetry Across Time 

 The Significance of Shakespeare and the Literary Heritage 

 Understanding and Producing Non-Fiction Texts 

 Speaking and Listening 

 Understanding Spoken and Written Texts and Writing Creatively 
 
A portion of each GCSE consists of work completed under controlled conditions: 60% in 
English Language and 25% in English Literature. Controlled conditions differ from 
coursework as candidates are not allowed to take the work home and complete pre-
designated tasks under close supervision.  
 
As students are being assessed throughout the course, both through the controlled 
assessment tasks, external examinations and speaking and listening assessments, it is 
vital that students meet the expectations of their teachers and adhere to the deadlines set 
for preparation work.  
 

 
 

 

  MATHEMATICS 

           GCSE 
  

   AQA 

            Syllabus No: 3301 and 4360 
 
Mathematics is one of the core subjects of the National Curriculum, and is an important foundation 
for lots of other courses and careers. 
 
At GCSE, Mathematics is taught in nine ability sets, which will be based on progress made 
throughout Year 9. 
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There is no coursework in Mathematics. Students are assessed by written GCSE module tests 
completed over the duration of the course, together with a final written examination (worth at least 
40% of the final mark) taken at the end of the course. 
 
Most students will follow the new AQA modular GCSE courses (No: 4360) at Higher or Foundation 
level.  
 
Sets C to I will do three modules over two years and these will be monitored throughout the two 
years to check for good progress. Final decisions on tier are not made until the second term of Year 
11, and will be based mainly on the students‟ performance over the first five terms of the course, 
and on the results of previous modules taken in year 10. 
 
Set A will do all three modules in Year 10 under the syllabus No: 3301 and then pursue AS 
Mathematics (AQA: Syllabus No: 5361) in year 11 if they achieve a grade A or A*. 
 
Set B will do two modules in Year 10 but the third will be in November of Year 11 under the syllabus 
No: 3301. They will then complete GCSE statistics by the end of Year 11. Any re-sits in year 11 for 
Set B will be taken under the new syllabus and would mean taking all three modules in the June of 
year 11. 

 
 
 

 

    SCIENCE 
  GCSE and BTEC 

 

 

 

 

 
Twenty First Science Suite Biology A - J 633 

Twenty First Science Suite Chemistry A - J634 

Twenty First Science Suite Physics A - J635 

Twenty First Century Science Suite Science A - J630 (Year 10 óDoubleô) 

Twenty First Century Science Suite Additional Applied Science A-J632 (Year 11 óDouble 

Scienceô) 

 
Or, 

 

BTEC Diploma in Applied Science 

 
These are exciting times in the Science Faculty. Following great success with the OCR 21st 
Century Science separate Science GCSEs we are extending the provision of these courses to more 
students. To compliment this we are also running an Applied Science BTEC course which has been 
greatly enjoyed by students in Year 10 and provides an excellent platform for further study of 
Vocational Science courses. Some students may also continue to study „Double Science‟ (please 
see details below). 

 

óTriple Scienceô 

 

Twenty First Science Suite Biology A - J 633 

Twenty First Science Suite Chemistry A - J634 

Twenty First Science Suite Physics A - J635 
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The majority of students will study separate GCSE science courses in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. This will be taught by specialist teachers of each subject. Upon successful completion this 
will lead to three distinct GCSEs. The separate Science GCSEs cover the three sciences in 
significant detail and provide an excellent platform for the study of AS Science courses. Equally, 
they provide a stimulating look at Science and the World around us and give an excellent level of 
scientific literacy and understanding for those students who choose to continue their 16+ studies 
outside of the Science subjects.  
 
Students will be selected to study „Triple Science‟ based on their performance in Science to date, 
especially through the course of Year 9 and from the SATs performance at the end of Year 8. 
Selection will consider whether a student is likely to achieve a good pass (C or above) in each 
Science GCSE. 
 
Each GCSE is assessed through three examinations (66.7% in total) taken in January or June of 
each year and assessed coursework units (33.3%) which are completed in school and externally 
moderated.  
 
Triple Science will not use a students‟ option block. 
 

Tiers of Entry 
 
It is possible to grades A* - G in all of the examinations and coursework assessments. 
 

Tier Target GCSE Grade 

Foundation C, D, E, F, G 

Higher A*, A, B, C (D possible) 

 
Please note that most students selected to study „Triple Science‟ are likely to be entered for higher 
level examinations. The above table gives an indication of the likely entries but there will be 
exceptions to this. A combination of foundation tier and higher tier entries is also possible. It is also 
possible to achieve a B grade taking only the foundation examinations if coursework is exceptional.  
 
In rare circumstances it may be appropriate to enter a student who has started studying the Triple 
Science course for a Double Science Award rather than the three separate Sciences. In this 
scenario the student would attain two GCSE grades based on fewer Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics topics. Parents or carers would always be notified if this were to be the case.  
 

BTEC Diploma in Applied Science Level 2 
 
Most students who are not selected to study triple Science will study the BTEC Diploma in Applied 
Science. Upon successful completion this usually leads to the equivalent of four GCSEs at grades 
A* - C. Students will be awarded the Diploma at either Pass, Merit or Distinction level.  
 
The BTEC Diploma in Applied Science is a vocational course which focuses on the applications of 
science as well as covering core scientific principles. The course features some of the major 
theories of Science, presented in a way that will encourage students to appreciate their 
significance. It also explores aspects of Science which young people may face such as Childhood 
Vaccinations, Air Quality and the use of Mobile Phones. 
 
The BTEC courses have no examinations. Instead, students complete a portfolio of work which they 
submit to gain certification. This is a very good option for many students as they will not need to sit 
examinations at any stage of their Science course.  
 
In rare circumstances students may submit work for the BTEC Certificate in Applied Science which 
is equivalent to 2 GCSE grades.  
 
The BTEC Diploma in Applied Science is an excellent preparation for Vocational Science courses 
but is not suitable as a preparation for Science AS level courses.  
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óDouble Scienceô 
 
A small number of students may study the „Double Science‟ GCSE course. This leads to two GCSE 
grades in the range A*-G. 
 

Year 10  
 

Twenty First Century Science Suite Science A - J630 
 
All students studying „Double Science‟ will study OCR 21

st
 Century Science Suite „Science A- J630‟ 

during Year 10.  
 
The course is divided into nine modules (3 Biology, 3 Chemistry and 3 Physics) and is assessed in 
the following way: 
 

 Three external examinations, each one covering three of the above topics. These are taken 
in January and June (Total 50%). 

 A terminal „Ideas in Context‟ examination with pre-released material (16.7%) 

 Internal assessment of two pieces of coursework (33.3%) 
 

Year 11 

 

Twenty First Century Science Suite Additional Applied Science A-J632 
 
In Year 11 „double science‟ students will most likely follow the Additional Applied Science course 
leading to a GCSE in Additional Applied Science. This course looks at how science can be applied 
in everyday life. The course includes a range of examined topics (50%) and a range of practical 
competencies related to procedures in work-related contexts (50%) 
 
The Additional Applied Science course is an appropriate preparation for subsequent vocational 
courses but is not a suitable preparation for Science AS levels. 
 

Twenty First Century Science Suite Additional Science A-J631 
  
At the school‟s discretion some „Double Science‟ students may study „Additional Science A-J631‟ 
instead of Additional Applied Science A-J631. This course does not feature vocational contexts as 
heavily and instead focuses on scientific theory. This course is assessed in a similar way to the 
Science course above: 
 
3 Biology, 3 Chemistry and 3 Physics topics are assessed as follows: 
 

 Three external examinations, each one covering three modules. These are taken in January 
and June (Total 50%). 

 A terminal „Ideas in Context‟ examination with pre-released material (16.7%) 

 Internal assessment of a piece of coursework (33.3%) 
 

Tiers of Entry for GCSE courses 
 
It is possible for students to attain grades A* - G for GCSE courses. The tiers below show the 
grades available for each tier of entry.  
 
 

Tier Target GCSE Grade 

Foundation C, D, E, F, G 

Higher A*, A, B, C (D and E  possible) 
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Students who have not been selected to study „Triple Science‟ should state a preference to study 
„BTEC Applied Science‟ or „Double Science GCSE‟. It is expected that most students will wish to 
study the BTEC Applied Science Course as it is likely to lead to a larger GCSE equivalence. 
 

    
 
 

    OCR Level 2 Nationals in ICT  
                        First Award 
 
 

  
 
All students study the 1

st
 Award which is equivalent to one GCSE in Year 9 options.  The OCR 

Nationals suite of qualifications provides students with high quality, industry relevant qualifications 
geared to the specific requirements of key sectors.  They are vocationally-related qualifications that 
provide valuable opportunities for individuals to develop skills and gain underpinning knowledge and 
understanding which will support entry in to work or progression to further studies or higher 
education.  The OCR Nationals are attractive, practically-based qualifications intended to stimulate 
and interest candidates.  They support achievement of Key Skills and relate to national 
occupational standards thereby providing an ideal progression to National Vocational Qualifications 
(NVQs) once individuals are in suitable employment.  The units studied are “ICT Skills for Business” 
and creating and editing videos. 
 

Grading and Assessing 
All units are assessed by the school and externally moderated by OCR.  There are no timetabled 
exams for this qualification; candidates complete both units during Year 9.  The full award and units 
from this qualification are graded as Pass (grade C), Merit (grade B) or Distinction (grade A). 

 
     
 
 

 

      PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
                      Non Examination 
 
  
 
All students will continue to follow a non-examination but compulsory programme of Physical 
Education. Students will follow three sports from at least two different areas of the curriculum in 
year 10.  In year 11 students will choose two sports from a larger option pool. It is the aim that all 
students have a much greater understanding of high level performance, fitness, training and 
refereeing for their chosen activities. (It is expected for students who play in school teams to opt to 
participate in the relevant sport). 

 
     
 

 

 



 11 

 

   PSHE Careers and Citizenship 
                 Non examination 
 
 
 
Unlike in Key Stage 3, Years 10 and 11 PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) is delivered 
through a series of special days when the whole year group focuses on a number of key issues 
such as; Sexual Health, Crime and Punishment, Government and Politics, Business and Finance 
and Careers.  These days are delivered by Ashmole staff working in partnership with outside 
agencies such as the Metropolitan Police Service, commercial banks and the Connexions Service.  
Other aspects of Citizenship will continue to be addressed across a variety of subjects. 

 
Careers advice is key at this stage in any student‟s life.  As mentioned, we work in partnership with 
the Connexions Service who arrange interviews with the students.  These experts can show the 
pathway to further study and a future career. 
 
One of the highlights of Year 11 is Work Experience which takes place at the start of the academic 
year.  This gives all students a better understanding of the world of work and can help them to 
make the link between their studies and skills needed to be successful in the workplace.  Work 
experience also helps students to improve their confidence and sense of responsibility in Year 11 
and is concerned with giving students an understanding and experience of working life.  It helps 
students see links between courses they are studying and the skills needed in the future.  They gain 
confidence and a sense of responsibility. 
 
 
 

 
 

    RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
            GCSE Full Course                            
 
 

 AQA 

 Syllabus No:  4057 

 Religious Studies Specification B 

Ethics, Philosophy and Religion in Society 

 
The course is split into two sets of six units… 

The First begins in Year 9: 

Å Do Animals have rights? 

Å Is planet earth important? 

Å Does religion cause prejudice? 

Å Is life important? (links to abortion) 

Å Does religion cause war? 

Å Is religion irrelevant to young people? 

Å  

The Second begins halfway through Year 10: 

Å Does God exist? 

Å Does God reveal himself to us? 

Å What happens when we die? 

Å Do miracles happen? 

Å Does suffering prove there‟s no God? 

Å How does religion respond to science? 
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Course Content:  
The syllabus involves the study of different contemporary issues from personal, social and religious 
perspectives. The course allows students to develop their thinking, debating and writing skills as 
they explain and evaluate the issues listed and form their own conclusions. 
 

Assessment: No coursework, two examinations both 1 hour 30 minutes - one at end of year 10 
(with the opportunity to retake at end of year 11) the second examination is at end of year 11. 
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THE OPTION SUBJECTS 
 

 

 

 

    ART &  DESIGN 
               GCSE 

     EDEXCEL 

         Syllabus No: 1028 

 
The GCSE Art and Design course is aimed at any student who wants to continue an Art course. 
Most students who follow the course do so because they enjoy it or have achieved high levels at 
KS3, however anyone can opt for the course, they only need to have a true passion, interest and 
enjoyment towards Painting, Drawing and 3D design in particular. 
 
It is essential that a student follows a GCSE Art course if they wish to pursue a career in 
Architecture, Graphic Design, Fashion and Textiles, Make up, Special Effects, Fine Art Painting or 
Sculpture, Animation, Photography etc. 
 
Students may continue onto A level Art or Applied Arts Double Award at Ashmole School if they 
achieve A*, A or B at GCSE. 
 

Teaching and Learning 
The department offers a highly structured and very successful course. Students are expected to 
draw from observation and use their imagination, take photographs and look at the work of other 
Artists to inform their own. Students will experience the art work from different times and cultures 
when researching for their own work. They will keep a sketch book with images and annotation, 
analysis and evaluation of the work achieved and students are expected to work very hard and 
manage their time appropriately and reach deadlines. 
 
Students work with acrylic paints on canvas boards working at easels. They will also have the 
opportunity to use watercolours, inks, collage, print, batik or silk painting, clay, card, wire and 
“modroc”. 
 

Assessment 
Unit 1 coursework is completed in Year 10;  
Unit 2 is completed in the first term of Year 11.  
The examination project preparation is completed over an 8 week period ending with a 10 hour 
timed test over 2 days at the end of Year 11. 
Coursework = 60% 
Examination = 40% 
 
 

 

         ART & DESIGN 
BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate  
 

 

 

Students are invited to follow this course in place of a Modern Foreign Language where 

permitted.  All other students who wish to study Art & Design should take the GCSE Art & 

Design option. 
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This course is an exciting addition to the Art Department. It is aimed at students who may enjoy Art 
but do not enjoy painting and drawing as much as designing and making. The course is aimed at all 
abilities and students are given every opportunity to reach their potential. 
 

Teaching and Learning 
Work is project based and integrated to allow the opportunity for students to develop their ideas 
through the 4 units. 
 
Students are expected to do some drawing and painting, take photographs and use them in their 
own work, although the majority of work is 3D.  Sketch books are provided for students to use to 
design their ideas.  Making will consist of the use of card, wire and mod roc, clay and found objects. 
Students will learn to use and understand 2D and 3D visual language and to be aware of and 
influenced by the work of other 2D and 3D Artists and Designers.  They will also have experience in 
Resistant Materials such as wood, metal and plastics within a workshop. 
 

Assessment 
Unit 1 - Contextual references in Art and Design 
Unit 2 - 2D visual communication 
Unit 3 - 3D visual communication 
Unit 11 - Working with 3D design briefs 
 
There is no examination. 
Work is assessed continually throughout the course and externally moderated in May of the second 
year.   
 
Students will be marked with Pass, Merit, or Distinction. 
These grades are the equivalent to 2 GCSEs 
 
 

 

 

   BUSINESS STUDIES 

              GCSE  
 

 

 

  EDEXCEL 

  Syllabus No: 1503  
Key subject aims 
GCSE qualifications in Business Studies will encourage students to be inspired, moved and 
challenged by following a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and gain an 
insight into related sectors. The Business Studies GCSE will prepare students to make informed 
decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices. 
GCSE qualifications in business subjects enable students to: 
 
È Actively engage in the study of business and economics to develop as effective and 

independent students and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds  
 
È Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions, to build arguments and 

make informed judgements 
 
È Develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a 

range of local, national and global contexts 
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È Appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in relation to business and 
economic activities 

 
È Consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and sustainable. 

 
 

 

Unit Assessment 

Unit 1 - Introduction to Small Business  
This unit covers the key issues and skills 
involved in enterprise. This section provides a 
framework for looking at the marketing, 
financial, human and operational issues of 
starting and running a small business. 

Written external examination: 45 minutes 
Compulsory multiple-choice and objective test 

questions with a total of 40 marks.  Examined 

in Year 10 - 25% of GCSE  

Unit 2 - Investigating Small Business  
Students are encouraged to research and 
investigate a topic from Unit 2 (the 
examination board gives this topic). They then 
produce a piece of work based on the 
investigation, framed as a task that is 
designed to encourage analysis and 
evaluation skills. 

This unit is internally assessed under controlled 
conditions. 
Students complete one Edexcel-set task with a 
total of 40 marks. 
The task is internally marked by teachers and 
moderated by Edexcel.  

Controlled assessment takes place in Year 

11 - 25% of GCSE  

3. Unit 3: Building a Business 
This unit builds on Units 1 and 2 and looks at 
the key issues in developing understanding of 
life in medium and large-sized businesses. 
The unit incorporates external factors such as 
the environment and ethical behaviour, as well 
as marketing and people management. 
 

Written external examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Students will be required to answer all questions 
from Sections A, B and C. 
Questions will comprise of a combination of 
multiple-choice, short- and extended-answer, 
data response and scenario-based questions 
with a total of 90 marks.  

Examined in Year 11 - 50% of GCSE 

 
The GCSE is assessed by a final examination of 75% and a 25% Coursework element. 
 

 
 

 
 

BUSINESS STUDIES 
BTEC Introductory Level 1 

BTEC First Level 2 Extended 

Certificate 

 

 

Students are invited to follow this course in place of a Modern Foreign Language where 

permitted.  All other students who wish to study Business Studies should take the GCSE 

Business Studies option. 
 
The BTEC Businesses courses are 100% coursework (there are no examinations).  Students are 
assessed continually through assignments that students produce in class.  This can be via 
computer tasks, presentations, practical work etc.  The assignments are continuously assessed, 
marked and annotated with changes that need to occur.  Students have access to a tracking sheet 
which shows how much of the unit they have completed, so they can review their progress 
throughout the course.  Feedback on each criteria is given to enable students to improve their work.  
 
Some of the areas that students will cover include: 
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 The nature of business organisations and the business environment in which they operate 

 Aims and objectives of business organisations and how they are organised into functional 
areas, The financial aspects of running a business, the part played by people in business 
organisations, understanding of the purpose of verbal and written business 
communications  

 How good customer service benefits a business, and how customer service can be 
monitored and evaluated 

 Reasons why business is conducted online, considering the benefits, drawbacks and the 
effects on society 

 The skills needed to set up and run a business, the regulations to be met and the need for 
a detailed business plan. 

 
The BTEC aims for students to develop their understanding of the relevant practical skills and 
associated knowledge needed for employment in the business, retail and administration sector. It 
provides a broad introduction to business, and the opportunity to acquire useful personal skills, 
building up personal confidence to help students prepare for the working world.   

    
The achievement of the BTEC First Extended Certificate has the equivalence of 2 GCSEs graded 
A*-C.    
 
 
 
 

    CATERING 

       GCSE   WJEC 

   Syllabus No: 4740 
        
 
This is becoming a very popular course in schools in England and Wales. 
 
The course gives students an opportunity to develop and apply their skills and knowledge of the 
catering industry.  It has a high practical content and concentrates on the main areas of food 
production and food service. 
 
Students also complete a Basic Food Hygiene Certificate which is recognised throughout the food 
industry and is a useful qualification for students when looking for part-time work. 
 
The course involves controlled assessments 60% and one written paper at 40%. 
 
The course is ideal for students who are thinking about entering the catering industry or hospitality 
and leisure industry and it will also develop the students as confident and capable cooks when at 
university or leaving home. 

 
 

  DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 

                 GCSE 
 

      EDEXCEL 

   Textiles Syllabus No: 2TT01 

      Graphics Syllabus No: 2GR01 

      Resistant Materials Syllabus No: 2RM01 
 
Design and Technology is a practical subject.  All students will develop their Design & Technology 
capability by combining their designing and making skills with knowledge and understanding to 
design and make products. 
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The activities through which students should develop their Design & Technology capability are: 
× Designing and making assignments – in which the students put their capability to work to 

develop a product that meets real needs. 
× Focused practical tasks – in which the students develop and practise particular skills and 

knowledge. 
× Products and application tasks in which the students explore existing products and use what 

they find out to add to their own repertoire of skills, knowledge and understanding. 
 
As well as having its own distinctive knowledge, understanding and skills, Design & Technology 
also requires students to apply skills, knowledge and understanding from other subjects, such as 
Art, Mathematics and Science.   
 
The students‟ imagination, creativity and inventiveness are stimulated as they develop products to 
meet precise specifications. 
 
They enjoy these courses because they find that they: 

 Are both creative and technical 

 Are relevant to the consumer society we live in 

 Encourage us to be discerning consumers 

 Enable us to design and make products 

 Place an emphasis on practical work 

 Develop a full range of skills that will be useful in other subjects and in employment 

 

Assessment:  

 
All coursework contributes towards the final grade.  The work is assessed as follows: 
 

Unit 1 Creative design and make activities 60% 

Unit 2 Knowledge and understanding 40% 

 

Choices: 
 

Graphics:  
This is a very popular GCSE subject.  Work will be undertaken that will engage students in 
developing their visual communication skills using drawing and modelling techniques that present 
solutions to design activities.  Projects include packaging design, CD music covers, DVD designs, 
pen package and the favourite choice games covers.  This builds on the same knowledge learnt in 
Year 9.  
 
Students can work with a variety of different materials such as papier-mâché, foam board, card, 
clay, etc to create their designs. It is a free choice of material to use.  
 
The course also encourages the use of Pro-desktop, Google sketch up and 2D Designer a 
computer aided design package. Students are then able to design products on the computer and 
have it made using the laser cutting machine.  This gives a very professional look to all final 
products as it has been made accurately.  Students then as a result achieve very high marks! The 
use of the laser cutter is very much encouraged by the examination board. The course is 60% 
coursework and 40% examination.  Students have the opportunity to sit the 40% theory examination 
in Year 10.  They then get the results in August, and if needed have the opportunity to re-sit the 
examination in Year 11 again.  This will almost certainly allow them to achieve a guaranteed pass at 
GCSE. 
 
This course also successfully leads students into taking this at AS Level, which has become very 
popular. 
(Note this is the only Technology AS and A Level currently available in the sixth form) 
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Resistant Materials: 
This course engages students in using wood, metal, plastics, and composite materials when solving 
design problems.  As well as acquiring knowledge, understanding, and practical skills they will be 
taught how to plan, communicate using a variety of drawing systems.  The course encourages the 
use of computer-generated graphics and the production of portfolios that support the manufacture 
of quality goods. 
 
Some of the projects include lighting and chair design.  Students are encouraged to be creative in 
their work and produce final practical work using resistant materials (wood, metal and plastic) 
This course also successfully leads students into taking Graphics AS/A2 Level. 
 

Textiles:  
The course covers textiles for fashion and interiors.  In Year 10, pupils will learn through a series of 
projects where they will design and make items.  They will produce a portfolio of 2D and 3D work 
and build the confidence and skills to complete their “design and make” task in Year 11.   
 
Project work will involve developing fashion and textile designs, researching artists, designers and 
different cultures using books, visits and the internet. Students will be creating ideas and learning 
how to develop work using techniques such as batik, silkscreen printing and embroidery, 
construction techniques for garments and other products, the correct use of machines and 
equipment and industrial processes including the use of CAD and CAM. Projects may include 
interior design furnishing, dresses and accessories, football kits, men‟s suits, rucksacks and many 
more. 
 
 

 

   DRAMA 

     GCSE    

    
     AQA 

Syllabus No. 4240 
 
The GCSE Drama course at Ashmole offers a challenging and stimulating environment in which to 
study, where students are positively encouraged to broaden their performance and group work 
skills. 
 
Over the two years, pupils build and develop a range of acting skills which they will put to use in 
both scripted and devised performances.  Students also have the opportunity to visit the theatre 
regularly and are positively encouraged to draw on these experiences to inform their own practical 
work. 
Students also keep a journal of their experiences whilst studying Drama, recording the progress 
they make with practical coursework projects, which will subsequently inform their written 
examination work. 
 
The course involves practical coursework and written examinations: 
 

 Two assessed pieces of practical coursework per year – one a devised performance and the 
other a scene study from a published play.  The current texts explored during the course are 
Waterhouse and Hall‟s óBilly Liarô and Arthur Miller‟s óThe Crucibleô.  The highest two grades 
achieved by students are submitted as final coursework grades at the end of year eleven. 
(60%) 

 

 A written examination at the end of both years, in which students will be expected to answer 
questions in relation to the practical work they have created, in addition to analysing the 
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performances of live theatre they have seen.  The highest grade achieved for either paper 
joins with the coursework mark to determine the student‟s final GCSE grade at the end of 
year eleven. (40%) 

 
Interest in Drama as an examination subject has grown considerably in recent years from students 
of all ability ranges, as the variety and scope of the course provides a challenge that differs from the 
more traditional academic subjects.  Having said this however, the demands of the course are 
completely different from those experienced at KS3 and therefore students who are unsure of 
whether the subject would be the right option for them are advised to seek consultation with their 
current Drama teacher as to their individual suitability. 
 
All students will have access to the facilities of the Performing Arts Centre, for the purpose of 
rehearsing coursework pieces, both at lunch times and after school, by arrangement. 
 
 
 
 

    GEOGRAPHY 

          GCSE 

 
 EDEXCEL 

            Syllabus: A 
 
This new GCSE course builds on the foundations laid in Years 7-9.  The topics covered emphasise 
the interrelationships between the Earth‟s physical environmental and humans. It focuses on the 
„big‟ contemporary issues that we face today and in the future. 
 

Should I choose GCSE Geography? 
GCSE Geography will interest to you if: 

 You like asking questions and finding answers  

 You are curious about the world‟s places, peoples and environments 

 You are interested in local, regional and global issues 

 You wish to explore human, physical and environmental geographical  relationships 

 You have the ability to think independently and undertake individual research 
 
The course is divided into four units: 

 
Unit 1 Geographical Skills and Challenges – This unit gives you the 

opportunity to develop more advanced skills appropriate for a GCSE 
geographer.  You will learn about two of the major issues facing the 
world today – climate change and sustainable development. 

Unit 2 The Natural Environment – In this unit you will study the following 
topics: 

-  Coastal Landscapes 

-  Tectonic Landscapes 

-  „A Wasteful World‟  

Unit 3 The Human Environment – In this unit you will study the following 
topics: 

-  Settlement Change 

-  Population Change 

-  „A Moving World‟  

Unit 4 

 

Investigating Geography – This unit will involve undertaking fieldwork 
and then writing up your investigation in class time.  
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Assessment  
This course is modular and you will take examinations throughout the two year course and the 
marks will be added together to give you your final grade. Each of Units 1-3 has an examination 
which lasts one hour and is worth 25% of your total marks.  Unit 4 is the controlled assessment unit 
which is also worth 25% of your total marks.  
 

Teaching 
A variety of teaching approaches will be used including geographical skills and thinking skills tasks, 
class discussions, written based tasks and ICT.  Homework will be set on a regular basis. 
 

What skills will I learn and use? 
In Geography GCSE you learn and use a variety of transferable skills throughout the course, 
including: 

 Collecting, analysing and interpreting information 

 Evaluating your work 

 Communicating your findings in different ways 

 Listening to other people‟s opinions 

 Working independently 
All these skills are recognised by employers, colleges and universities as being of great value.   

 
 
 

 

HISTORY 

GCSE 
   

EDEXCEL 

      Syllabus: A 
 
The GCSE History course focuses on International, European and British aspects of the Twentieth 
Century, so that students can begin to understand the world in which they live. Real issues are 
discussed such as: Civil Rights, Student Protest Movement, Cold War, Nazism, Communism and 
international conflicts such as Cuba. 
 
The Specification is as follows: 

 
Unit 1 ï Outline Study: Peace and War: International Relations 1900-1991 

 How did the Cold War Develop? 1943-56 

 Three Cold War Crises: Berlin, Cuba, Czechoslovakia 1957-69. 

 Why did the Cold War End? The invasion of Afghanistan (1979) to the Collapse of the 
Soviet Union (1991). 

 

Unit 2 ï Depth Study  

Germany 1918-39: 

 The Weimar Republic 1918-33 

 Hitler and the growth of the Nazi Party 1918-33 

 The Nazi dictatorship 1933-39 

 Nazi domestic policies 1933-39. 
               

Unit 3 - Source Enquiry 

A divided union? The USA 1945-70: 

 McCarthyism and the Red Scare 



 21 

 The Civil Rights Movement 1945-62 

 Changes in the Civil Rights Movement 1963-70 

 Other Protest Movements in the 1960s. 
 

Unit 4: Controlled Assessment ï Coursework 

 Crime, policing and punishment in England c1880- c1990 (this includes a case study on 
Jack the Ripper). 

 
A variety of teaching approaches will include the use of text, evidence, discussion, and film work. 
Homework is set on a regular basis and encourages students to develop the skills of enquiry, 
analysis, argument and explanation. 
 
This course is modular and examinations will take place throughout the two year course. History is 
assessed by 75% examination and 25% Controlled Assessment. Students will be required to 
answer short questions and more detailed essay style questions. They will also have to analyse and 
evaluate the use of sources as evidence. For the controlled assessment students will need to carry 
out some research, analyse an aspect of the issue and then discuss different ways in which it has 
been represented. 
 
 

 

 
OCR Level 2 NATIONALS IN ICT  
                   National Award 

 
        
 
All students study the 1

st
 Award which is equivalent to one GCSE but can choose to study the 

National Award alongside it as an option – this is equivalent to a second GCSE. The OCR Nationals 
suite of qualifications provides students with high quality, industry relevant qualifications geared to 
the specific requirements of key sectors. They are vocationally-related qualifications that provide 
valuable opportunities for individuals to develop skills and gain underpinning knowledge and 
understanding which will support entry into work or progression to further studies or higher 
education. The OCR Nationals are attractive, practically based qualifications intended to stimulate 
and interest candidates. They support achievement of Key skills and relate to national occupational 
standards thereby providing an ideal progression to National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) once 
individuals are in suitable employment. The units studied are ICT systems and user needs and 
creating and editing sound. 
 

Grading and Assessing 
 
All units are assessed by the school and externally moderated by OCR. 
There are no timetabled examinations for this qualification; candidates complete units during year 9, 
10 and 11. The full award and units from this qualification are graded as: 
Pass (grade C) 
Merit (grade B)  
Distinction (grade A) 
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               MEDIA 
     BTEC First Extended  

     Certificate Level 2 

 
  
      
The BTEC First Extended Certificate in Media is aimed at those of you who might want to pursue a 

media-related career or for those of you who just love discussing, analysing, researching and 

writing about film, television, radio, newspapers, magazines, animation and how media companies 
work. 
 
This course is really exciting and almost all of the students who take it get a huge amount of 

pleasure out of it. You will be expected to do carry out research which means that you must be 
interested in investigating facts, statistics and theories. You will have to quantify and evaluate 
information and summarise it. You will be expected to write essays, annotate written materials, 
present evidence on PowerPoint, make audio transcripts, edit short videos, as well as make radio 
adverts and other media products.  
 

It cannot be stressed enough that any Media Studies course involves a lot of extra time; making a 
short film is great fun and teaches you skills of organisation of time and resources, using 

technology and sharpening your interpersonal skills but this does involve you being prepared to 
come after school and at lunch times. 
 

Also, this course is 100% coursework. This is really beneficial to all student but students need to 
be aware that if just one task in a Unit is not completed then they will not achieve a Pass grade. 
 
In lessons, students are given a series of tasks to carry out throughout a Unit with strict deadlines; 

the vocational nature of the course means that they are encouraged to align themselves with the 

world of work and real media industry personnel work. The ability to work independently and think 
on your own is essential in this course. 
 

BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Creative Media Production 

 
The modules that we currently study are: 
 
 Unit 1   - Research for Creative Media Production 
 Unit 2   - Communication Techniques for Creative Media Production 
 
Students will also be given the opportunity to learn from the following units and then choose a unit 
to be assessed on: 
 
 Unit 5   - Video Production 
 Unit 6   - Audio Production 
 Unit 7    - Print Production 
 Unit 10   - Animation Techniques 
 Unit 19   - Writing for the Creative Media 
 
At the end of the two years you will have a qualification equivalent to 2 GCSE‟s grades A*-C. For 

accelerated learners, there may be the chance to extend their course by completing two more core 
Units. This will result in the equivalent of 4 GCSEs grades A*-C. 
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  MODERN LANGUAGES 

               GCSE 

                                                
              AQA 

   French Syllabus No:4658 

German Syllabus No: 4668  

Spanish Syllabus No: 4698 
 
Most students continue their study of either French, German or Spanish (or two languages for 
some) in Years 10 and 11. They will follow the syllabus for the GCSE examination, which covers the 
skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing. Students are encouraged to participate actively in 
lessons and will concentrate on aspects of the language which are both relevant and useful to 
them, bearing in mind the importance of being able to communicate in a foreign language. 
 
Throughout the course, the skills of writing and speaking are assessed by controlled assessments 
which count for 60% of their final grade. Therefore students do not have a speaking or writing 
examination at the end of the course. Their reading and writing skills are examined at the end of 
Year 11, both counting for 20% of their final grade. Homework is set twice a week. The Languages 
Assistants work with students to prepare them for the speaking assessments. 
 
Students are encouraged to use the MFL software and appropriate websites on the Internet to 
improve all skills in the foreign language. All classes will continue to have an ICT lesson in the 
computer room once a fortnight. As comprehension and oral skills are developed, using a wide 
range of authentic materials, so too is their knowledge of grammar. Students will learn how to 
understand and provide information and opinions about the following contexts, relating to their own 
experiences and those of people in countries and communities where the language is spoken: 
 

Freetime and the media: 
- Shopping, money, fashion and trends 
- Advantages and disadvantages of new technology 

Holidays: 
- Plans, preferences, experiences 
- What to see and getting around 

Home and local environment: 
- Current problems facing the planet 
- Being environmentally friendly within the home 
  and local area 

Work and Education: 
- Pressures and problems 
- Current and Future Jobs 
- Advantages and disadvantages of different jobs 

Lifestyle: 
- Healthy and unhealthy lifestyles  
- Relationships with family and friends 
- Future plans regarding: marriage/partnership 
- Social issues and equality 
 
Students who have studied both French and German or French and Spanish in Year 9 can continue 
to study both subjects. 
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   MUSIC 

   GCSE 
              EDEXCEL 

              Syllabus No: 1426 
 

In order to consider this subject: 

 Students should be interested in all styles and traditions of music. 

 Students should be interested in practical music making and are expected to become fully 
involved in the musical life of the school. 

 Being able to play an instrument is a definite advantage but not compulsory. We do 
recommend that students have weekly instrumental tuition.  

 
There are three papers: 

 

Paper 1 ï Performing (30%) 
Candidates will perform one solo and one ensemble performance. This can be on an instrument or 
using voice. 

 

Paper 2 ï Composition (30%) 
Candidates will submit two compositions from two different areas of study.  
 

Paper 3 ï Performing (40%) 
Candidates will complete a 1 hour 30 minute examination answering questions about musical 
styles, analysis and theory. 
 
All parts of the course will focus around the following four areas of study: 
 

 
       

 

Area of Study 1 Area of Study 2 Area of Study 3 Area of Study 4 

Western Classical 

Music 

1600-1899 

Music in the 20
th

 

Century 

Popular Music in 

Context 
World Music 

Through the study of: Through the study of: Through the study of: Through the study 
of: 

 The invention and 
evolution of 
instruments 

 The formation of the 
orchestra 

 Large scale 
orchestral and vocal 
works 

 

 The development of 
new musical styles 

 The use and 
development of 
music technology 

 

 How music 
technology has 
revolutionised 
music 

 How record 
companies 
influence popular 
music 

 Exploring music 
from different 
countries and 
cultures 
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     PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
                    GCSE 

 

    

    EDEXCEL 

    Syllabus No: 7210 

 
GCSE Physical Education is the combination of practical ability and theoretical knowledge. 
Students will be assessed through an array of methods including examination, coursework and 
practical assessment. 
 

Examination: 
This makes up 40% of the course and covers anatomy and physiology, fitness and health, diet, 
health and hygiene and psychology.  
 

Coursework: 
10% of your grade comes from your understanding of your sport. You will prepare and carry out a 6 
week fitness training plan for your sport and a detailed analysis of a performer in your sport. 
 

Assessment:  
You will be assessed in 6 sports throughout the two years with your top 4 being used to make up 
25% of your grade. The other 25% comes from a practical examination in which an external 
moderator will come to watch you perform and assess you over a two day period. 
 
After successful completion students can go on to study A level P.E.  This course is ideally suited 
for students who have achieved a level 6 or above in their Key Stage 3 P.E.  Those lower than level 
6 should consider BTEC Sport Studies. 

       
 

 

        SPORT STUDIES 
        BTEC First Extended  

        Certificate Level 2 

 

     

EDEXCEL 

    Syllabus No: 1866 

     
BTEC Extended Certificate level 2 in Sport is a semi practical work related learning course. 
Students undertake projects and assignments based on realistic workplace situations activities and 
demands. It is assessed purely through coursework assignments. 
 

Units of Study: 
As with the GCSE P.E. students will study a board cross section of content including. 
 

Fitness testing and training, looking at the requirements of your sport, psychological and lifestyle 
factors that may affect your sport, testing and training. 

 

Practical sport, looking at skills involved, rules and officiating and analysis of performance. A 
Practical unit looking at a team and individual sport. 

 

Anatomy and Physiology, looking at bones, joints, muscles the heart and lungs and how they 
work together to provide oxygen to working muscles. 
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Technical skills and tactical awareness for sport, looking into analysis of movement in greater 
depth and then creating a training programme to improve your performance. 
 
There are no requirements to get onto this course other than an interest in P.E.  
 
Students can gain two GCSE‟s through this course at pass, merit, distinction or Distinction * level 
the equivalent of CC, BB, AA and A*A* respectively 
 
After successful completion students can progress to A Level P.E. 
 

     
 
 

 

               DANCE 
                    GCSE 

 

    

   AQA 

   Syllabus No. 3231 

 
This is a largely practical course comprising: 
 

Written examination (20%) 
Section A comprises short-answer questions.  
Section B comprises questions based on the study of a set work and comparison and contrast with 
at least four other professional dance works, in at least two different styles.  
Section C comprises one question based on the set piece.  It will require candidates to use their 
knowledge and understanding of both the set work and a minimum of four other professional dance 
works which embrace at least two different styles. 

 

Choreography of a dance (30%)  
Candidates must choreograph one dance. This may be a solo lasting 1½-2 minutes or a group 
dance of between 2½-3 minutes. The choreography will be marked by the teacher and moderated 
by AQA. 

 

Set piece practical examination (20%) 
You will be required to perform the set study which will be of approximately one minute‟s duration. 
The performance will be marked by the teacher and moderated by AQA. 

 

Dance performance in group and solo (30%) 
Candidates are required to perform in one duo/group dance. The dance should last 2½-3 minutes, 
be marked by the teacher and moderated by AQA.  
 
Prior knowledge is not necessary but an appreciation of all styles of dance and active participation 
is highly recommended. 
 
     
 
 

NB:  1. It is not possible to select GCSE P.E. alongside BTEC Sport Studies. 

        2. It is possible to select either GCSE P.E. or BTEC Sport Studies alongside GCSE Dance. 

  


